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About Europe On Rail 
EuropeOnRail is a European initiative led by Civil Society Organizations 

to reduce carbon emissions from international mobility by promoting night 
and day passenger trains between European cities and countries. 
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Context
The coalition ‘Europe on Rail’, led by think-tanks and civil society organizations from 
diverse European countries, aims to promote climate-friendly and inclusive mobility 
for European citizens. We suggest the following priorities to boost long-distance 
cross-border passenger rail services.

Key drivers towards a competitive, connected and inclusive European 
rail system:

DENSE
direct rail lines 
between major 
European cities, 

and more frequent 
services

INTEGRATED
well-coordinated 

timetables allowing for 
quick change-overs 
at nodes, between 

different long-distance 
trains, or from long-

distance to regional trains

FAST
Optimised travel times 

by disentangling slow and 
fast traffic, modernising 

conventional infrastructure 
(especially in the Eastern 

member states), and creating 
additional capacities

ATTRACTIVE
high service quality and 
comfort, easy booking, 

fair prices, comprehensive 
passenger rights, 

accessibility for passengers 
with reduced mobility

Contribution 
for discussions 
at the European 

Rail Summit



1  Develop a joint Rail vision of the European 
rail network with an ambitious modal shift 
scenario aligned with European climate 
policies

 PROBLEM  Current EU transport scenarios do not suffi-
ciently consider modal shifts towards rail. The use of rail 
in the EU remains low (less than 8%), the rail network is 
not well connected and many essential train services are 
lacking, especially on cross-border sections.
 SOLUTION  Create a high-level working group of EU trans-
port ministers, rail operators, infrastructure managers 
and civil society actors to develop an ambitious vision of 
European rail services in 2030, including a synchronized 
European timetable “Europatakt” and agree on common 
targets and means of implementation. 

2  Support investments for new or improved 
rail services between major European 
cities and border regions

 PROBLEM  Fundings are usually lacking to connect periph-
eral areas, improve cross-border infrastructures, and 
provide territorial connections. Major European cities 
and regions are not (well) connected by day or night 
trains.
 SOLUTION  Establish a Rail connectivity index, publish 
demand forecasts for cross-border lines and support 
a seed funding mechanism to finance new international 
day or night train services. Strengthen European coor-
dination to create international PSOs.

3  Promote and facilitate the development 
of an European inter-operable 
rolling stock pool

 PROBLEM  The lack of adapted rolling stock and interop-
erable trains due to high upfront investment costs are 
major obstacles for international rail services and new 
entrants.
 SOLUTION  Launch an European industry programme 
for developing standardized train models and set up an 
European pool from which all rail operators can rent roll-
ing stock for operating international lines and night train 
services. Alternatively, establish a funding programme 
under the European Investment Bank, which helps rail 
operators to acquire interoperable rolling stock and night 
train carriages.

4  Create fair market conditions across 
transport modes, integrating 
environmental and social costs

 PROBLEM  Current public subsidies favor carbon-intensive 
road and air transport, and external environmental and 
social costs are not internalized equally across transport 
modes. This makes it impossible for rail to compete on 
an equal footing.

 SOLUTION  Review the ETS, ReFuelEU, Energy Taxation and 
VAT Directives to level the playing field between transport 
modes, internalizing social and environmental damages. 
Introduce ambitious SAF-Quotas and phase out 1G biofu-
els, an aviation levy, kerosene tax, and a comprehensive 
road toll and restrict short-haul flights where attractive 
rail alternatives are available or possible.

5  Phase out harmful infrastructures 
investments and mobilize EU funding 
into rail

 PROBLEM  Too much public funding is still going into in-
frastructures for highly polluting transport modes like 
roads and airports. The EU and national budgets should 
be oriented towards low-carbon investments such as rail.
 SOLUTION  Establish guidelines for ensuring “cli-
mate-friendly transport spending”. No further EU fund-
ing for highways or airports in the old Member States as 
from now, and for new Member States a phase out of 
EU funding for highways and airports with a complete 
stop in 2028.

6  Establish a European traffic agency for rail 
to coordinate capacity planning and 
management

 PROBLEM  International rail has no strong voice in the cur-
rent system as member states focus on national markets.
There is a lack of European strategic coordination of in-
frastructure managers and rail operators across borders.
 SOLUTION  Establish a sufficiently vested body - Eurocon-
trol for Rail - for strategic European rail development and 
management.

7  Oblige rail operators to share real-time 
data, ticketing data and distribution rights

 PROBLEM  It is currently not possible to buy rail tickets 
across Europe in one-stop shops. Rail operators do not 
share the necessary data in order to integrate informa-
tion from different train providers. 
 SOLUTION  Improve booking by requiring rail operators 
to share mobility data via an open Application Program-
ming Interface, including ticketing, scheduling and other 
relevant data.

8  Ensure comprehensive rail passenger 
rights between transport modes and 
operators

 PROBLEM  Passenger rights along the entire travel chain 
are not guaranteed today. Under current rules, passen-
gers bear the risk if a connection is missed, as there is 
no agreement regarding the responsibility of different 
operators.
 SOLUTION  Oblige rail operators to agree on “hop on the 
next train or bus” agreements in order to protect pas-
sengers along the entire travel chain.

8 key actions to create a competitive, connected  
and inclusive European rail system

CONCLUSION
For attractive and climate-friendly European long-distance and cross-border rail services the obstacles 

are now well known and solutions are on the table. They should be tackled urgently if we want to 
decarbonize citizens’ international mobility by 2030 and 2050. Political priority is needed to facilitate 

the implementation of concrete targets, milestones and means at the EU and national levels.


